








10. Now cause Your face to shine upon me;
let me not suffer shame,
for I call on Your name.
But let all lying lips be silenced;
let those whose pride abounded
go to the grave dumbfounded.

11. LoRd, how abundant is Your goodness,
which is reserved for all
who fear You and recall
what You have done for those who serve You,
and all who once oppressed them
will see that You have blessed them.
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12. o Lord, Your presence is their shelter;
there the intrigues of men
will target them in vain.
You in Your dwelling hide and shield them, 
far from all strife and slander,
for You are their defender.

13. I praise You, Lord, for all Your mercy,
the wonders of Your love.
From You I felt cut off
when foes besieged me in a city,
but You gave liberation;
You heard my supplication.

14. o love the Lord, all you His people!
The faithful He will spare;
the proud He’ll give their share.
Be strong and let your hearts take courage.
His own He will deliver;
He will forsake you never.
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2. When I kept silent, sinful ways condoning,
I pined away through my incessant groaning.
Your hand weighed down on me in my deceit;
my strength was sapped as by the summer’s heat.
To You, o God of justice and compassion,
I then at last acknowledged my transgression.
I said, “My misdeeds I to You confess,”
and You forgave my guilt and sinfulness.

of David. A maskil.

Strasbourg, 1539 / Geneva, 1551
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3. Let all the godly when they grieve or suffer

to You their prayers and supplications offer.
When roaring floods of mighty waters rise,
they shall not reach him who on You relies.
o Lord, You are my shelter, You protect me.
You are my shield, whatever may afflict me. 
Songs of deliverance echo all around;
You cheer my spirit with their joyful sound.

4. I will instruct you, with my aid provide you,

and in the way that you should go will guide you.
My counsel will be ever at your side,
and, keeping watch, I will with you abide.
Be not a fool, who has no understanding;
do not behave like horse or mule, depending
on bit and bridle to control their course;
they disobey unless restrained by force.

5. With many woes the wicked are afflicted,

but those who trust in God are well protected;
them will the LoRd with steadfast love surround.
Those who revere Him are with mercy crowned.
Be glad, you righteous, in the Lord rejoicing;
exult in Him, your jubilation voicing.
All you of upright heart, with joyful shout
now let the praises of the LoRd ring out.

)



74

PSALM 33

& ˙ ˙ œ œ
Re- joice

œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
right-eous,

Ó

˙ œ œ œ œ ˙
new song praise

˙ ˙
His name.

Ó

˙ œ œ
Praise

œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
up- right;

Ó

˙ œ œ œ œ ˙
lyre de - clare

˙ ˙
His fame.

Ó

œ œ œ œ
For the LORD has

˙ ˙
spo-ken

Ó

œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
bro-ken;

Ó
˙ œ

He is

˙ œ#
faith-ful

˙
still.

Ó
œ œ œ œ

Right-eous-ness He

˙ ˙
treas-ures;

Ó

˙ ˙ œ œ ˙
with the meas-

˙
ures

Ó
˙ œ œ ˙ W

ness filled.

1.

1

and with a

with harp and

words of truth un-

earth is

of His good-

before the LORD, you

is most fit-ting for the

1543 / Geneva, 1551



75

Psalm 33

)

2. By His command He made the heavens,
their starry host by His decree.
He gathered in His storehouse chambers
the waters of the deepest sea.
Let the earth revere Him,
and its peoples fear Him.
God spoke, and ’twas done.
He set all creation
firm on its foundation.
Praise Him, everyone!

3. God foils the scheming of the nations;
He frustrates all the peoples’ plans.
The Lord is steadfast in His purpose;
for evermore His counsel stands.
Blest with His salvation 
is the happy nation
where the LoRd is God.
Freed from all oppression,
they are His possession.
Spread His praise abroad!

4. The Lord looks down from heaven, His dwelling,
and He observes the human race;
the earth and all its population
He sees from that exalted place.
He knows every nation;
all are His creation,
and their hearts He moulds.
It’s the Lord who ever
sees all their endeavour;
He their works beholds.
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6. our soul awaits the great redeemer;
our help and shield, Him we acclaim.
In Him alone our heart rejoices,
for we trust in His holy name.
God of our salvation,
hear our supplication;
to Your word be true.
Let Your love and favour
rest on us forever,
as we hope in You.
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2. I sought the LoRd in prayer;
He heard my plea and answered me.
From all my worries and my fears
the Lord has set me free.
Those who on Him rely
will never hang their heads in shame.
When this poor man cried out for help,
the Lord delivered him.
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3. The Angel of the LoRd

always encamps around all those
who fear Him and exalt His name;
God saves them from their woes.
o come, then, taste and see
that He, the LoRd, is good and just.
Blest is the man who turns to Him
and puts in Him his trust.

4. All you who are His saints,
revere the Lord and worship Him,
for those who fear Him have no want;
He richly blesses them.
Though lions may grow faint
and pangs of hunger may endure,
those seeking Him lack no good thing;
in Him they rest secure.

5. Come, children, hear my voice;
you I will teach to fear the LoRd.
Who is the man desiring life,
its pleasures and rewards?
Keep then your tongue from wrong
and let your lips no falsehood speak.
depart from evil and do good;
true peace and concord seek.

6. The Lord from heaven above
regards the righteous with His eyes,
and when they call on Him, His ears
are open to their cries.
But evildoers all
the anger of the Lord must face;
He cuts them off, and from the earth
their name He will erase.

)



8. The righteous man may grieve;
he many troubles may endure.
The Lord will free him from them all;
His help is ever sure.
Why should he then despair?
God keeps his bones from injury;
not one of them will come to harm,
for great and good is He!
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9. Their countless evil deeds
will slay the wicked in the end.
All those who hate the righteous ones
He to their doom will send.
The Lord redeems the life
of those who serve and honour Him;
all who in Him their refuge take
He never will condemn.
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2. Let those be humbled in disgrace 
who seek my life, whose threats I face.
Let those by whom I now am hounded
retreat in shame and be confounded.
Foiled be the mischief they intend;
may they be chaff before the wind,
and may the Angel of the LoRd

pursue them with His glittering sword.
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3. Their path be slippery, dark with woe,
the Angel of the Lord their foe.
They without cause together banded
to hide a net for me intended.
They tried to trap me in a pit;
may they themselves fall into it.
Let ruin seize them unawares;
may they be caught in their own snares.

4. Then I will in the LoRd rejoice
and praise Him with a thankful voice.
With songs and shouts of exultation
I will delight in His salvation.
With all my being I will cry,
“Who is like You, o Lord Most High – 
You who deliver those in need
from their oppressor’s power and greed?”

5. Malicious witnesses arise;
they question me and utter lies.
With evil they for good repay me.
I am perplexed. They seek to slay me.
Yet I was grieved when they were sick;
their sorrows hurt me to the quick.
I went in sackcloth and would fast;
I bowed in prayer, my eyes downcast.

6. My heart was sad as for a friend;
I mourned, my mantle I would rend
as one who sorrows for a brother
and who with grief laments his mother.
But when I stumbled, they rejoiced;
gathering around, their hate they voiced,
and wretches whom I did not know
mocked me and gloried in my woe.
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8. Let enemies who scheme and lie
not smirk at me and wink the eye,
for without reason they accuse me.
Those who so wrongfully abuse me
do not speak peace, for they intend
to harm the quiet in the land.
I hear those loudmouths falsely claim:
“We’ve seen that you have cause for shame.”
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9. LoRd, You have heard and seen this all;
do not be silent as I call,
nor stand aloof, o my defender!
Wake up, arise, and justice render!
Contend for me, my God and Lord,
and give my foes their due reward.
o Lord my God, grant me redress
according to Your righteousness.

10. Let them not say, “Yes, we have won.
We’ve swallowed him; he is undone!”
Those who against me are assembled
be shamed, by their confusion humbled,
and let all victory be denied
to those puffed up with boasting pride.
Let all who gloat at my expense
be clothed with shame as recompense.

11. May those rejoice with shout and song
who for my vindication long,
and may they praise with happy voices
the Lord, who in my good rejoices.
Let them repeat how great He is
and laud His perfect righteousness.
Then my tongue, too, with word and song
will praise His justice all day long.

)
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1. Deep in my heart I know the voice

 that lures the wick - ed to his choice

 of sin and self - de - lu - sion.

 With-out all fear of God is he,

 and blind-ed by com - pla - cen - cy,

 he dreads no re - tri - bu - tion.

 The words he speaks are wick - ed lies;

 he sneers at what is good and wise

 in mal - ice un - re - lent - ing.

 In bed at night he plots de - ceit.

 On crook - ed paths he sets his feet,

 from e - vil not re - pent - ing.

For the director of music. of David the servant of the LorD.

1543 / Geneva, 1551



2. o Lord, Your faithfulness and love
reach to the heights of heaven above.
Your justice lasts forever;
it is like mountains vast and steep;
Your judgments all are ocean-deep.
Both man and beast You favour.
We in the shadow of Your wings 
to You, o Lord, for refuge cling;
You will not let us perish.
All whom You to Your feasts invite
will drink from rivers of delight.
Your precious love we cherish.

3.   In Your light we see light, o LoRd;
You are the fount from which is poured
life bountiful and precious. 
Let not Your caring love depart
from those who are of upright heart;
for evermore be gracious.
o let me not by men of pride
be trampled down or pushed aside
and scornfully mistreated.
See how God vindicates His own:
There lie the wicked, overthrown 
and utterly defeated!
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2. The Lord will grant your heart’s desire as favour
when you make Him your joy and your delight.
Commit your way to Him. The Lord will ever
let vindication dawn for the upright.
He richly will reward your just endeavour;
your cause will like the noonday sun shine bright.

3. Rest in the Lord with patient expectation,
and when the wicked prosper in their way,
do not be envious of their wealth and station.
Let anger never in your heart hold sway
and do not be embittered by vexation.
It only leads to trouble and dismay.
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4. Those hoping in the Lord for vindication
will as their heritage possess the land.
But evildoers, to their consternation,
will be cut off by God’s almighty hand.
Soon you will see their former habitation
laid waste, reduced to nothing in the end.

5. The humble will possess the land forever
and will enjoy great peace within their gates.
The wicked, ready with their bow and quiver,
may gnash their teeth at them in angry hate,
but God looks down and laughs at their endeavour,
for He has set the day of their defeat.

6. The wicked draw the broadsword of oppression
and bend the bow to bring the needy down,
to slay the upright by their bold aggression.
But when the LoRd comes, they’ll be overthrown;
He’ll break their bows and drive them to perdition.
Their swords will merely pierce themselves alone.

7. Far better are the just man’s few possessions
than all the wealth that evildoers hoard.
Shattered will be the strong arm of oppression,
but all the just find refuge in the LoRd.
He knows their days, and them He in compassion
will with a lasting heritage reward.

8. They are not put to shame in days of trouble
and will in famine have enough to eat.
As for God’s foes, the glory of the rebel
will fade like meadows in the summer’s heat
and, vanishing like smoke of burning stubble,
they all will perish, humbled in defeat.
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10. When in their steps they falter and are shaken,
the Lord Himself will grasp them by the hand.
Young once, now old, I’ve seen how God has taken
good care of those who on His help depend:
I’ve never known the just to be forsaken
or seen their children begging in the land.

11. They’re always freely giving, freely lending;
blest are their children, praised by everyone. 
Like them, do good, to those in need attending;
turn from all sin and paths of evil shun.
Then you will have as home through time unending
the pleasant land that God for you has won.
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12. The righteous man to wisdom gives expression;
his tongue speaks only what is just and right.
Within his heart, God’s law is his possession.
his walk will never wander from its light.
Though evil men have made his death their mission,
the Lord will come to save him from his plight.

13. The Lord will never fail to show His favour,
nor let the just by judges be condemned.
Walk in His way; hope in the Lord your Saviour.
He will exalt you, giving you the land,
and when the wicked are cut off for ever
you’ll see the outcome of what He has planned.

14. I’ve seen a wicked man whose ruthless power
was firmly rooted like a native tree,
a tree whose top above all others towered. 
But soon no trace of him was left to see;
although I tried to find this evildoer,
I searched in vain: forever gone was he!

15. observe the upright and the just consider;
there is a future for the man of peace.
Transgressors will be wiped out altogether;
the line of their posterity will cease.
Then will the just rejoice with one another
in blessings that will evermore increase.

16. The just look to the Lord for their salvation;
He is their shelter in the time of stress,
the fortress where they seek their preservation
when by the wicked hounded and oppressed.
In Him they place their hope and expectation
and find a refuge in His faithfulness.
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2. You have of all strength bereft me;
health has left me,
and Your wrath is my despair.
My iniquities distress me
and oppress me;
they are more than I can bear.

3. All my wounds are foul and reeking;
ever weakening,
I am utterly bowed down.
Bitter fruits of folly reaping,
I go weeping,
for my vigour is all gone.
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4. I am crushed and numb with anguish
as I languish,
and in misery I groan.
LoRd, to You my mournful crying
and my sighing
are not hidden or unknown.

5. How my pounding heart is straining;
strength is waning,
and my eyes are failing me.
I am by my friends neglected
and rejected;
kinsmen see my plagues and flee.

6. Those who lie in wait to snare me
will not spare me
all the mischief they devise.
Seeming deaf and dumb before them,
I ignore them
and I offer no replies.

7. You, o Lord my God, will hear me
and be near me;
You, o LoRd, will heed my voice.
Though my foot may slip and waver,
show Your favour;
do not let my foes rejoice.

8. I am prone to fall or stumble,
and I tremble,
thinking of my grief and pain.
I acknowledge my transgression
in confession,
deeply troubled by my sin.
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10. LoRd, forsake me not but hear me
and stay near me;
be my help and shield, I pray.
Hasten to my aid, o Saviour;
show Your favour.
o my God, do not delay.
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b b œ œ ˙ œ œ ˙

I am op-

˙
pressed.

Ó
b b ˙ ˙

Ill for

œ œ œ œ
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œ œ ˙
strive for what

˙ W
is best.
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2. My heart grew hot, within me set ablaze.
I cried, “Lord, let me know my end.
Reveal to me the measure of my days, 
for as mere handbreadths You extend
my span of fleeting days, so frail and light. 
It is as nothing in Your sight.

3. “Surely a man is nothing but a breath;
he as a shadow goes his way.
Surely in vain he struggles till his death;
he piles up riches while he may,
not knowing who will later gather them.
His striving will not profit him.
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5. “Remove from me the chastisement I fear,
lest I should perish through Your wrath.
At Your rebukes, that which a man holds dear
will fade and shrivel like a moth.
For man is merely breath and vanity;
yes, like a puff of wind is he.

6. “LoRd, hear my cry, give ear to my request;
do not my bitter tears ignore.
For I with You am but a passing guest,
as all my fathers were before.
o turn away from me Your watchful eye
and give me joy before I die.”
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For the director of music. of David. A psalm.
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3. No sacrifice did You, o LoRd, require;
but You gave me an open ear.
I said, “I’ve come; see, I am here.
o God, to do Your will is my desire.
Now take my life and mould it.
I’ve come: the book foretold it;
it’s written in the scroll.
Your will is my delight; 
Your law is day and night
within my heart and soul.”

4. Before the congregation I profess
the love and truth You have revealed.
My lips, o Lord, I have not sealed;
my heart has not concealed Your righteousness.
For everywhere I’ve spoken
of faithfulness unbroken,
of blessings from above.
The great assembly heard
of Your trustworthy word
and of Your steadfast love.

5. do not withhold Your mercy and Your grace;
preserve me by Your steadfast love
and let Your truth, shown from above,
uphold me ever, Lord, before Your face.
For troubles all surround me;
my many misdeeds hound me:
I can no longer see.
My sins, I do confess,
are almost numberless;
my heart is failing me.
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7. May those who seek You in Your love rejoice;
may they all say continually, 
“Great is the Lord in majesty,”
and sing His praise with joyful heart and voice.
Though I am poor and needy,
the Lord Himself will heed me;
He will not turn away,
for He will think of me
and will my helper be.
My God, do not delay!
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2. I said, “o LoRd, be merciful to me;
heal me, for I have sinned.”
See how my enemies maliciously

wait for my life to end.
Whoever visits me is not sincere,

for in his spite-filled heart
he spins false tales, for everyone to hear

as soon as he departs.
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3. My enemies, with hatred fierce and grim,
all whisper in disdain,
“Some deadly sickness has its grip on him;

he will not rise again.”
one of my dearest friends, who had my trust,
with whom I shared my bread,
lifts up his heel against me, like the rest,
and wishes I were dead.

4. But You, o LoRd, be merciful to me!

Help me see justice done.
By this I know that You are pleased with me:

my haters have not won. 
I will forever in Your presence dwell,
by You upheld again.
Blest be the Lord, the God of Israel,

from age to age! Amen.
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